Indians and Blacks At Nat Turner’s Rebellion

Would you believe that Virginia has a Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail?


The Commonwealth started A Self-guided Driving Tour through Southside Virginia just this year, as part of the fiftieth anniversary of the 1954 Supreme Court Desegregation Decision. See the brochure for a map and list of sites.

Would you believe that Governor Spotswood built Fort Christanna in Brunswick County in 1712 as a defense against rebelling Indians?


Does it seem reasonable to suppose that Blacks would think that if Indians could rebel, so might they?

Would you believe there is a Black connection to the Indian conclave at Fort Christanna?


There is a Black cemetery at the Fort.

Would you believe that Nat Turner’s Rebellion took place in the neighboring Southampton County?


From the east, Route 58 goes through Emporia in Southampton County before reaching Lawrenceville in Brunswick County. 

Would you believe that Nat Turner probably knew about the Indian-Black connection?


Nat Turner, though a slave, was an itinerant preacher. At least Mr. Travis, his master, allowed Nat Turner to travel to neighboring counties. Once in Brunswick County, Nat Turner would have been aware of the Black cemetery at Fort Christanna. Nat Turner would have been aware of how the Indians had frightened the slave masters, about a century before.

Would you believe William Stryon, the famous writer who left the impression in his well-known 1966, 430 page book, The Confessions of Nat Turner, that Nat Turner was mentally unbalanced? I do not.


Nat Turner could read and preach; he could organize and lead a rebellion; he could remain hidden in the area for six weeks. That is not the activity of someone mentally unbalanced. Nat Turner may have deliberately sacrificed his life to show that civil rights had a future in the United States. The point is that the people themselves, Blacks and Indians have not passed down all the bitterness and taste for revenge because they see the hope that the United States of America offers to all people, even in the South and everywhere. The famous Brunswick Stew is the taste of Brunswick County. See the tourism brochures.
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Useful websites:

http://www.saponitown.com

An excellent site for the history of Indians and Blacks descended from Brunswick County, now living throughout the United States of America.

http://www.weyanoke.org

Sponsors of the Weyanoke Sixth Annual Coming Together at the Harrison Lake National Fish Hatchery, in Charles City County, for which this presentation was first prepared, August 14, 2004.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3p1518.html

*Short, concise, accurate description of Nat Turner’s Rebellion, 1831.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h500.html

*Photocopy of original “The Confessions of Nat Turner” document.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h500t.html

*Six page transcript of the original confession.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h502.html

*Photocopy of image of capture of Nat Turner.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h499.html

*Mentions “like a former incursion of the Indians upon the white settlements.”

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h499t.html

Three page copy of Richmond Enquirer article on Nat Turner’s Rebellion dated August 30, 1831.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h1519.html

*On ramifications in Edenton, North Carolina.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h1519t.html

*Five page description of ramifications in Edenton, North Carolina.

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h99.html 


Richmond Enquirer on Nat Turner’s Rebellion, 1831.

www.historybuff.com/library/refslave.html

Mentions Travis family.

www.lva.lib.va.us/whoweare/exhibits/DeathLiberty/natturner

Exhibits.

www.lva.lib.va.us/whoweare/exhibits/DeathLiberty/alldocs.htm

Images, transcripts.

www.africana.com/research/encarta/tt_271.asp

A variety of articles on the rebellion.

www.nathanielturner.com/natturnerstragicsearch.htm

On the singular success of the Rebellion.

www.my-ecoach.com/myproject/webresourcelist.php?rlid-121

A direct link to the Richmond Enquirer text.

www.millersv.edu/~tweis/fall98/272/turner/Nat_Turner.html

Asks the question, in what ways are Nat Turner’s rebellion and the Christiana 
riot similar?

www.newscurrents.com/nc1/subscriber/nc1_0323/nc1_files/062306end.html

Picture showing capture of Nat Turner.

www.who2.com/natturner.html

Nutshell version of the story of Nat Turner’s Rebellion from PBS.
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