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scribed as mahogany in color.

The Powhatan were said to have .

a black complexion. The Chicka-
hominy were described as hav-
ing broad, flat noses, big lips and
wide mouths. Some people
know by now that the Holly-
wood Indian is not the norm,
and was almost always an actor
of European descent, in heavy
makeup.

“So far as we know, the Xi
were the beginning of the red-
black experience in the Ameri-
cas. Therefore, today we honor
the Xi, and the many Africans
after them, who came to the
Americas involuntarily, were
welcomed, and were absorbed

into the native population,” Har-
rell told festival-goers.

“To quote Lakota artist Fran-
cis Yellow, ‘First [Africans and
Indians] made prayers together,
then they sang and danced, and
then they made relatives.” We
are descended from those rela-
tives.”

But racism still drives a
wedge between red-black peo-
ple, festival-goers said.

For example, some reserva-
tions were closed after a tribe’s
membership became what those
in power considered “too black”
and some tribes refused to ac-
knowledge a member’s descen-
dants if the bloodline includes
Africans.

» Contact staff writer Robin Farmer at
rfarmer@timesdispatch.com or (804)
649-6312.



